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Thank you for being a part 
of our journey at the Alliance for 
Women and Children! Whether your 
passion lies in providing a safe 
and enriching environment for our 
children, mentoring and growing 

teenage girls, or empowering the lives of women, we 
appreciate your investment in our community. So many 
opportunities exist for you to directly impact the women 
and children with whom you live and work. Whether you 
volunteer to help children with their homework in After 
School Care, donate to help teach our middle school girls 
that “You Matter”, translate for our Spanish speaking 
women, become a member of the Alliance, or put together 
a comfort basket for women who have been diagnosed 
with cancer – what you do means something. The late 
president, Ronald Reagan once said, “We can’t help 

everyone, but everyone can help someone.” 
Maybe your New Year’s resolution was to help others, 

but that goal seems a bit out of reach. You can help others 
in a very meaningful way through your gifts, talents, 
time and resources. If you like art, come color or paint 
with one of our children in After School Care. It will 
make a difference. If you like to knit, make a scarf for a 
woman who just found out she has cancer. It will make 
a difference. If you enjoy a good event, come to the Fall 
Luncheon or Purse Auction. It will make 
a difference. You see, you may not be 
able to save the world, but if each of you 
just helped one…imagine the difference.

Thank you sincerely for everything 
you do to empower the women and 
children in our community.

Our donors are essential to empowering 
women and children through our programs. 
The dollars you contribute are carefully 
spent to ensure the highest quality 
services are delivered to our families. We 
understand how hard you work for your 
money and the sacrifices you make to give 

Be a Part of What We Do - Volunteer!
to those who need a little extra help. It’s 
because of your compassion, children are 
safe after school, middle school girls are 
mentored, and women receive preventative 
cancer screenings. 

And, while your financial contributions 
are necessary and appreciated, the Alliance 
is also in need of volunteers. You see, 
the more volunteer hours we receive, the 
further your dollars are stretched. 

Volunteers are always welcome in our 
After School Care program to read to the 
children, assist with arts & crafts projects, 

and help with special activities. The 
program can always use help in the office 
organizing games and supplies as well. If 
you have an area of expertise in which you 
could offer training to the staff or children, 
please contact us. A-Teens focuses on 
teenage girls and benefits from the wisdom 
and example of women in our community.  
In Women’s Health Awareness, volunteers 
are needed to assist with phone calls, 
office work, outreach, intake assessment, 
and many other areas involved in assisting 
women to access breast and cervical cancer 
screening services. Bilingual volunteers 
are a high level of need for the program to 
assist with interpretation. Women’s Health 
also needs those with medical experience 
to help with educating women on the day 
of their mammograms to promote good 
health practices.

There are many other opportunities 
for volunteering within the organization. 
You can learn more by visiting our website 
www.allianceforwomenandchildren.org or 
contacting Toni at toni@afwconline.org or 
677-5321.
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A-Teens New Summer Program
It’s time to start making 

summer plans already! And, 
for girls entering 6th, 7th, or 
8th grade, A-Teens offers an all 
access pass to awesomeness! The 
Alliance provides a safe place for 
girls to come and be themselves 
while enjoying the best part of 
summer – FREEDOM! Parents will 
know that their daughter is in 
a safe place with caring adults, 
and will have access to friends 
and fun activities like cooking, 
listening to music, iPad and video 
technology, scrapbooking, reading magazines, 
making collages, karaoke, photography, 
nature walks, and more. The A-Teens summer 
program is a mixture of relaxing and hanging 
out and structured activity like babysitting 
certification, field trips, and cooking. We will 
incorporate pieces of these activities into 
a quality summer program that empowers 
A-Teens girls to set their own agenda. Through 
this process they’ll learn teamwork, build 
friendships, demonstrate leadership and 
responsibility -- and receive feedback from 
A-Teens counselors who will help them grow 
into their roles as young adults.

This program differs from our most recent 

summer programs in that it will run all summer 
long. Rather than having separate, weekly 
camps focused on one specific topic, this 
program provides a safe, fun place for these 
girls throughout the summer.

A-Teens summer program is an affordable 
alternative to a summer of boredom at home 
alone. The program will be held at the Alliance 
offices, 1350 North 10th in Abilene. For $20 
per week, middle school girls will get to hang 
out with their friends, learn important skills, 
visit some great local attractions, and spend 
time in a safe, nurturing environment. For 
more information, contact our Youth Programs 
Director, Blake Skinner at blake@afwconline.org.

Do you want to meet some community 
champions? Meet the Alliance After School Care 
staff at Johnston Elementary – Troy Amador.

What should have been 
just another day at Alliance 
After School Care (ASC) be-
came a day when our staff 
proved how they meet our 
mission to provide children 
with a nurturing and safe 
environment every day. 
Senior Counselor, Troy, was 

approached by a school employee and told a 
potentially dangerous man was on campus. 
There was mention that a weapon might be 
involved. And with the courage and calm of a 
superhero, Troy led the children from the play-
ground into the cafeteria and locked the doors 
behind him unnoticed. The children sat down 
at the tables as the staff prepared their snacks 
just like they do every day. Troy called his ASC 
Assistant Director, Ian Webber and informed 

Keeping Kids Safe Is More Than Just a Safe Place
him of the situation. Ian con-
sulted with the other Assistant 
Directors and notified leadership 
at the Alliance. Ian left and im-
mediately went to the school to 
assist his staff while coaching 
them over the phone. The other 
Assistant Directors attempted to 
contact the school administration 
to verify the circumstances and 
consult about the next steps. The 
Abilene Police Department had already been 
contacted by the school personnel. Within 

minutes, our law enforce-
ment had apprehended the 
person in question. 

So, what made our 
staff community champi-
ons? None of the children 
ever knew anything was 
wrong. They were not only 
kept completely safe, they 

Nancy Abel  Panissa Dor
Lexi Alexander  Becky Frost
Megan Bolls  Courtney Jordan
Denise Camacho  Rebecca Martinez
Cynthia Carr   Margie Royall
Cyndee Castel  Nancy Smith
Erika Craig  Lucy Vinson

The Trustees
Chair Annabel House

Wayne Carr  Linda Ingram
Gary Galbraith  Diane Leggett
Bruce Hildebrand  Robert Patton
Melody Hunt  Barbara Pittman

Trustee Emeritus
Virginia Boyd Connally  

Ruby Shelton

never felt anything but safe. 
Parents were notified of the sit-
uation and not a single parent 
was alarmed or concerned about 
the way the staff cared for their 
children. Our staff keeps chil-
dren safe every day and because 
they kept calm and made excel-
lent decisions throughout this 
crisis, Troy, his staff and Ian are 
Alliance Community Champions!

Troy

Ian

The Johnston staff
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Get out 
those 
handbags!

The Alliance for Women and 
Children’s signature event – Love That 
Bag! Purse Auction is coming soon! 
And, its success depends greatly on our 
donors! So, clean out your closets or do 
some shopping! We need every kind of 
purse you can part with – and even if 
you can’t, donate it and you can buy 
it back! 

This event is as special as the bags 
we receive for auctioning. If you have 
a handbag with a unique story, has 
traveled to far off lands, or is one of a 
kind, donate it to the Alliance and help 
raise big dollars to empower women and 
children through our quality programs!

You may drop off your purses, 
wallets, clutches, handbags, totes, 
diaper bags, and more to the Alliance 
offices at 1350 N. 10th or contact Toni 
and we will arrange to pick them up. 
You may also contact one of the Purse 
Auction committee members: Cynthia 
Carr, Lexi Alexander, Megan Bolls, Helen 
Cavanaugh, Emily Dean, or Lucy Vinson.

And most importantly, attend this 
spectacular event! It has sold out every 
year – so watch for your invitation and 
RSVP early!

upcoming
events

Purse Auction 
May 16

Fall Luncheon 
Sept. 26

Bras for a Cause 
Sept. 21

SurvivorFEST 
Oct. 19

Dates are subject to change

Volunteers are always needed!
I would like to volunteer at the Alliance in the following area(s):
❍ FuNDRAISING EVENT COMMITTEE 
 (i.e. Fall Luncheon, Purse Auction, etc.)
❍ AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
 (reading, arts and crafts, organizing kits for schools, etc.)
❍ A-TEENS 
 (mentoring girls, arts and crafts, pen pal program
❍ ADMINISTRATION
 (helping the front desk, filing, answering phones, etc.)
❍ GROuNDS WORk 
 (caring for landscape, painting, decorating, etc.) 

✁

Please fill out back side as well, clip and mail to Alliance for Women 
and Children, 1350 North Tenth St. • Abilene, TX 79601 

✁

✁ ✁

✁

✁
✁
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Volunteers are always needed!
Please contact me so I can learn more about volunteering!

Name _________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________________

E-mail Address _________________________________________

My currant occupation is _________________________________

I am most interested in __________________________________

✁ ✁

✁ ✁

✁

✁
✁

1 2

43 5

6

7

1. Jewel Davis Scarborough Award for Outstanding Service Honorees   2. Friends of the 

Alliance at the Fall Luncheon Meet and Greet   3. Ruby Jo Day   4. Denise Camacho, 

Dee Harris & Sherilyn Hanks   5. Shirlene Plocheck   6. Emily Dean and Amber Smith

7. Wancele Pritchett and Jean Hays
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new 
partnerships

T h e 
Alliance is 
continually 
striving to 
better meet 
the needs 

of women, children and families in our 
community. Strong partnerships help us 
accomplish this goal.

This year, our After School Care (ASC) 
program collaborated with Merkel ISD 
as Tye Elementary closed at the end of 
the 2011-2012 school year. Because of 
the high quality of care provided to the 
children who attended ASC in Tye, Merkel 
Elementary graciously opened its doors for 
programming in 2012-2013. We continue 
to have a solid program in Merkel ISD.

The Women’s Health Awareness (WHA) 
program exists in this community because 
of the relationships we have with our local 
medical providers. We partner with 31 
subcontracted medical providers including 
Abilene Regional Medical Center, Hendrick 
Medical Center, general surgeons, 
gynecologists, radiologists, pathologists 
and other medical professionals to bring 
more than $1,000,000 worth of breast 
and cervical cancer screening services to 
the 19 counties we serve. Recently, WHA 
has executed Letters of Agreement with 

Abilene Diagnostic Clinic Women’s Health 
Program housed in the Southside Walk In 
Clinic, as well as, Resource Care Clinics in 
Albany, Breckenridge, Baird, Clyde and 
Cross Plains. 

“The partnership with the women’s 
center expands our ability to provide 
timely screening services to the growing 
number of women who qualify for the 
Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening 
program and will identify clients who 
may need follow-up treatment,” said Toni 
Brown, executive director at the Alliance. 

honorariums & memorials

ELIzABETH BAuGH
Given by 

Dr. Virginia Boyd 
Connally

HAzEL BEATY
Given by

Carol Corley

ANTHONY BERNARD 
Given by

Doug and Courtney 
Jordan

JODY FAuLkS
Given by

Plano Medical Center
Debbie Rollins

Lana Dunnahoe
Larry Mitchell
Gloria Snell
Dixie Posey

Susan Robinson
Tessa Anderson

Kay Spiva
Andres Construction 

Services LLC
Joyce Bell

Stovall Realtors
Sam and Mary Anna 

Snyder

SuE JANELL
Given by

Dr. Virginia Boyd 
Connally

GENEVA kILGORE
Given by

Myra Porter
Risingers Country 

Store

PAIGE PITTMAN
Given by

Gloria Snell
Susan Robinson

Susan Moore

In honor ofIn Memory of

ASC STAFF AT 
AuSTIN 

ELEMENTARY
Given by

Nan McAdams

DONNA BREHM 
Given by

Jenna Penquite

RuBY JO DAY
Given by

Billye Proctor Shaw

FAWN GRISSETT
Given by

Patricia Bogar
Marylan Bacon

JEAN HAYS 
Given by

Helen Grace Eplin
Peggy Garrett

Wancele Pritchett

THE JEWEL DAVIS 
SCARBOROuGH 

AWARD 
FOR OuTSTANDING 
SERVICE HONOREES

Given by

Kaye Price-Hawkins

BARBARA PITTMAN
Given by

Sandra North
Helen Groves

SuSAN ROBINSON
Given by

Nancy Smith

kAYE SPALDING
Given by

Gay Beitscher

JuDY AND 
WYNANT WILSON

Given by

Eleanor Hoppe
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The Women’s Health Awareness (WHA) 
Program educates women on important 
health practices and provides breast and 
cervical cancer screening and diagnostic 
services for women in 19 counties in West 
Central Texas. If you are a resident of Texas, 
are uninsured or underinsured, and meet 
certain income requirements, the WHA staff 
may be able to assist you with breast or 
cervical cancer screenings. You may know 
someone who meets these guidelines and 
can share this information with them. We 
want you to know these incredible women 
who are here to serve women.

Elizabeth Levrets is the WHA Program 
Manager. She comes to the Alliance with 
a depth of management experience as an 
Area Sales Manager at Dilliard’s Department 
Store and as an Operations Manager at 
Bank of America in Dallas. Elizabeth 
has a heart for women and says, “Being 
a part of the Women’s Health Awareness 
Program here at the Alliance has been the 
most fulfilling and rewarding position and 
partnership I have ever had.  And I’m not 
leaving until they kick me out!”

Amy Fulcher is the WHA Case Manager.  
Amy has a broad scope of experience in 
both management and health care.  She 
has volunteered with “Bunco for Breast 
Cancer” benefitting the WHA Women’s 
Health Awareness program for 10 years.  
Because her mother was an employee at 
the Vera West Women’s Center for over 
30 years, Amy has a unique perspective 
that she is able to provide clients who are 
diagnosed with cancer or have abnormal 
results.  She believes strongly in our 
program and the services we provide, and 

Meet the Women’s Health Awareness Staff!

Back row: Kelly Garcia, Jessica Kincannon, Vinita Shuffield
Front row: Elizabeth Levrets, Amy Fulcher

her goal is to help as many women as 
possible through our services.

Jessica kincannon returns to the 
Alliance as the WHA Eligibility Specialist, 
after 5½ years of previous experience 
with the program.  She has worked for the 
Alliance in the areas of eligibility, case 
management and outreach. She has two 
grown daughters and six grandchildren, 
and they are her pride and joy.  Jessica 
works in WHA because she enjoys serving 
others and she is a HuGE believer in 
survivorship.  We are so blessed to have 
her as a part of our organization. 

Vinita Shuffield joins the team as 
the WHA Database Coordinator with over 
10 years of experience with Blue Cross 

Blue Shield of Texas as a medical billing 
claims processor.  She has joined WHA 
since retiring in 2012 and has a vested 
interest in the program because not only 
did she have two very close friends die 
from cancer, what we do for our clients is 
very near and dear to her heart.

kelly Garcia rounds out the team as 
the WHA Outreach Coordinator.  kelly’s 
previous experience includes 20 years 
working in Health Care, most recently in 
a pediatric dental office.  Her personal 
experience with breast cancer and her 
love for our Women’s Health Program has 
made her the perfect fit for providing 
outreach and education to the women 
that we serve.

The 2013-2014 school year will be the 
25th anniversary of Alliance After School 
Care and we need your help! As we plan 
for this celebration, we want to reconnect 
with those who were students in the 
program in its earliest years. If you or 

Alliance After School Care’s 
25th Anniversary!
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someone you know was a YW-Care kid 
in 1988-89 or within the next few years, 
please contact us. We have some questions 
for you and would like to know where you 
are and what you are doing! 325-677-
5321 or info@afwconline.org 



Remember when you attended a 
wedding reception in our auditorium? Or a 
Hardin-Simmons social event? How about 
when the church used to meet here? Or 
maybe you remember holding a garage 
sale? And, what about all those hours you 
spent in the kitchen cooking, cleaning 
(pre-automatic dishwasher days), and 
serving our guests?

It’s time to hold your own event at the 
Alliance! Whether you need to find a fun 
and unique place for your child’s birthday 
party, or a great space for a wedding or 
baby shower, the Alliance is the perfect 
place to rent! 

Our playground is the most unique 
and exciting play area in town – built by 
more than 300 volunteers in one day! If 
you haven’t seen it since Build Day, you 
need to come see the amazing shade 
structure expanding over the playspace 
which cools the area underneath by 20 
degrees! We have added a picnic table 
perfect for setting up cake and presents!

And, inside, we have replaced the 
floors with a beautiful wood laminate 
and painted the ceilings and walls. In the 
kitchen, we have added two brand new 
ranges – one with a double oven! 

Contact us today to rent these spaces 
for your next special event! 

Remember – if you are a STAR member 
or above, you have access to one free 
rental of the playground annually!

Call 325-677-5321 or email 
info@afwonline.org. Also check out 
www.allianceforwomenandchilren.org.

Host it Here

Meet the Director of Operations, 
Lauren Kimball

In 2012, the Alliance welcomed 
Lauren kimball to a new role within the 
organization as our Director of Operations. 
Lauren is originally from Washington 
state, but has adapted to our West 
Texas ways quickly! Since the time she 
and her husband, uS Air Force B-1 pilot 
Mark kimball, arrived in Abilene, Lauren 
looked for ways to become a part of this 
incredible community. She is a member 
of the Junior League of Abilene, Abilene 
Leaders of Tomorrow and the Abilene 

Junior Woman’s Club, and supported the 
steering committee of the Laura W. Bush 
Women’s Health Symposium in 2010. 
She joined the staff of the united Way 
of Abilene and served as their Marketing 
and Development Director for two years. 
Lauren joined the Alliance in May 2012 
and immersed herself in the programs and 
with the staff. The Director of Operations 
role is designed to support the Executive 
Director in leading the organization 
through her management of the facility, 

supervision of 
the staff, and 
evaluation and 
monitoring of the 
programs. “We 
have an obligation 
to be excellent for 
our clients, and for this community – it 
has been a blessing to work with Alliance 
staff, volunteers and donors who are all 
committed to ensuring Abilene families 
continue to receive the very best.”
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Susan Robinson is a familiar face here at the 
Alliance. After rotating off the Board of Directors in 
2011 ending 8 years of service, you may be asking 
yourself – what is she up to now? 

Susan joined the Board of the Alliance for Women 
and Children in 2004 after becoming familiar with 
the organization through belly dancing classes she 
attended which were held in our auditorium. She had 
so much fun and enjoyed the time she spent with 
other women at what was then the YWCA. Susan fell 
in love with the mission to empower women in this 
community. During her tenure on our Board, Susan 
filled many roles on various committees including 
serving as President of the Board in 2010. 

Through the course of changing circumstances 
last year, the Executive Committee of the Board 
experienced some vacancies coming into 2013. When 
approached by Toni Brown, Executive Director, and 
Dee Harris, the President of the Board for 2012 - 2013, 
Susan agreed to serve the board for an additional year 
in the role of Past President. 

“Susan has a heart for the mission of the Alliance, and her 
commitment to the women and children we serve was just as 
strong during her time off the board as her time on it,” says 

Dee. “Having her serve as Past President alongside the other 
dedicated women on our Executive Committee and Board is 
an incredible honor for me. She is a wonderful mentor and an 
advocate for the Alliance!”

Donor Spotlight – Susan Robinson

2013 Board President Dee Harris with Susan Robinson
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Alliance for Women and Children provides quality programs to empower all women and 
children by educating and assisting women to be health conscious and self-sufficient and 

by providing a nurturing and safe environment for school-aged children.
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